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The Worst Parts of Buying a
House

 
It’s normal to
romanticize buying a
house. It’s one of the
biggest things you do in
life, and you may have

dreamed of the time when you could
become a homeowner. While there’s a
lot to be said for the upsides of
purchasing a home, that doesn’t mean
it’s not a tough process.

Dealing with High Prices
Home prices are at historic highs right
now. Certain markets are more affected
than others, but almost across the
board, this is true.

Avoiding Overbuying
In line with the high prices buyers are
facing universally right now, you have
to make sure that you’re not
overbuying. What happens to many
people when they buy a home,
particularly if it’s their first time, is that
they let emotion take over. Keeping
your emotions in check is one of the
most difficult parts of buying a home for
a lot of people.

Being in a Bidding War
If you’re part of a bidding war, it’s
easier to get caught up in what’s going
on at the moment and pay more than
you should. You might theoretically be
the winner, but you could be the loser
because you’re paying more than the
house is worth.

The Paperwork
Just how complex and burdensome the
paperwork is can vary depending on
the type of loan you’re trying to get and
your financial situation. You have to
show years of bank statements and tax
returns. While there are certainly
downsides that come with buying a
house, the reward will be worth the
sacrifice if you take your time and make
a good financial choice.

Mortgage Rates 
U.S. averages as of March 2025:

 30 yr. fixed: 6.76%
15 yr. fixed: 5.94%
5/1 yr. adj: 6.28%

How to Extend the Life of Your Outdoor
Furniture

 

     Outdoor furniture
can be an investment. It’s
often not inexpensive,
and you want to get as
much possible use out of everything you
buy. Of course, the outdoors can wreak
havoc on any furniture, but you can extend
the life of the items on your deck or patio.
      Choose the Right Materials
When you’re initially purchasing outdoor
furniture and other  items, you want to
ensure you’re selecting the best materials
that are going to be able to withstand
humidity and rain. For example, look for
weatherproof concrete composite and
galvanized steel.
      Synthetic wicker and teak are also
good options.
     
Acacia can be a good outdoor material, but
it will require more maintenance than items
made of metal.
      Getting high-quality materials can be
more money upfront, but the decision will
pay for

Why Are People Buying
Houses with Their Friends?

 

We tend to view
homeownership as
something we do alone
or with a significant

other, but there’s a new trend
becoming increasingly popular, which
is buying a house with your friends.

Why Co-Buying?
Buying a home on your own isn’t
always possible with a single income,
and around 40% of adults who aren’t
in a couple make less money than
their peers. The solution? Teaming up
with a friend or a roommate to cut the
price of a home by half. You can
potentially buy a home even when you
have less money saved. You may also
be able to cut costs in other ways if
you take on a communal living model
where you’re sharing household
utilities and other living expenses.

According to the National Association
of Realtors (NAR), the number of
buyers purchasing as unmarried
couples has been rising throughout
the pandemic. During the pandemic, a
lot of people re-evaluated their living
situation. Renters wanted more space,
so they thought rather than getting a
roommate and continuing to rent, why
not buy.

The Logistics
If someone is considering co-buying
with friends or roommates, economists
say you should have a formal
agreement that will outline the terms
for various scenarios. These scenarios
include buying out someone who
wants to leave the situation or ending
the arrangement altogether.

Overall, it’s an interesting approach to
homeownership at a time when it
could otherwise feel unattainable but
co-buying also isn’t without pitfalls.
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Why Do People Experience Homebuyer’s Remorse?
By Ashley Sutphin

 A home is almost always the most significant purchase someone makes, so the thought of making a wrong decision stirs up immense anxiety for many buyers
or would-be buyers.

Buyer’s remorse is that feeling that takes hold when you regret a purchase. When it’s something small, like maybe a gadget you didn’t need as badly as you
initially felt like you did, that’s one thing. It’s an entirely different situation when it’s something like a house.

In the real estate industry, buyer’s remorse is when a new homeowner starts to feel they made the wrong decision. They might feel anxious and regretful about
a life-altering decision that maybe wasn’t the best for them.

Regrets Stemming from Pandemic Purchases
A study by Clever Real Estate found that 82% of recent homebuyers had regrets about their purchase.

Much of that stemmed from the fact that people were frantic when buying homes over the past few years. Many homes were going for well above asking in
bidding wars, but in the aftermath, as the market cooled, plenty of buyers felt they’d made the wrong decision.

So why these feelings?
According to the survey, the number one reason for homebuyers’ remorse was spending too much money, with 30% of respondents citing it as a regret.  

The second most common problem leading to remorse was buyers who said they’d jumped in too fast. Thirty percent said the decision to purchase was rushed,
and 26% said they’d bought a home too quickly.

This data was based on buyers from 2021 and 2022 and was conducted in July 2022.

The seller’s market since the pandemic was blazing hot, with so many buyers trying to go above and beyond to secure a house. Thirty-one percent of buyers
said they’d gone over the asking price. The median paid over the listing price was $65,000 at the time of the survey.

Eighty percent of buyers said they’d made multiple offers, and 41% said they’d made five or more offers.

The market has cooled significantly since that study was done, so buyers will likely have more leverage going forward than in 2021 and 2022, but inventory is
still tight.

Other Reasons for Regret
Along with the specific reasons that people had remorse related to the pandemic and the housing market for the past few years, there are more general
reasons people often say they have regrets about their decision. One is buying a home that needs too much maintenance and maybe not realizing what they
are getting into.

Another is buying a home that’s too small.

The third most common reason for buyer’s remorse in real estate is buying in a location that’s not ideal. It isn’t easy to get a natural feel for the area the home is
in until you live there.

Avoiding Buyer’s Remorse
So how can buyers avoid remorse when making such a big decision?

Real estate experts say one way is to require an inspection. In the pandemic peak of real estate, nearly half of the homebuyers made concessions, including
waiving an inspection because the competition was so intense.

It’s not a good idea to do this, though, because an inspection will provide you with crucial information about the true condition of a home. You’re much more
likely to hit an expensive surprise after closing if you don’t insist on an inspection.

Having a great real estate agent is another way buyers can avoid remorse. An excellent real estate agent will help guide the purchasing decision, weighing the
pros and cons of everything.

A real estate professional should understand the local market deeply, be responsive, and should be willing to be honest with you, even when you might not like
what they have to say.

Finally, another way to avoid the regret of buying a house is to get to know the neighborhood. You can make a house more suited to your needs if you don’t like
something structurally or design-wise, but you can’t change the location. Too many buyers overlook this reality.

Spend time in the community exploring the amenities, walking around, and going at different times of day and evening. Think about logistics, like how long your
commute is or what the schools are like. Don’t buy a house without fully delving into the location and researching.
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What Are the Pros and Cons of Working with a Mortgage Broker?
By Ashley Sutphin

When searching for a mortgage, you might work with a mortgage broker. The goal of working with a mortgage broker is to ensure you’re
securing the best rates and terms. However, after the real estate market crash in 2008, the industry came under scrutiny, so there’s still
some residual doubt about working with these professionals.

You might worry a mortgage broker doesn’t actually have your best interests in mind. In reality, when you work with someone ethical and
experienced, they can be an asset. As with anything, though, there are pros and cons if you decide to work with a mortgage broker.

Working with a mortgage broker is an alternative to working with a bank. A bank or mortgage company is a direct lender. These are financial
institutions that originate, process, and fund loans. The company that handles your loan process is the one that lends the money.

A mortgage broker is a middleman, and the goal is for the broker to match you with the right lender for your needs. Brokers work with
wholesale mortgage companies, so they’re your primary and unified point of contact to compare multiple loan options. The following are
some of the pros and cons of working with mortgage brokers.

What Are the Pros of a Mortgage Broker?
When you work with a broker, benefits include:

• Brokers have access to interest rates and loan program options from various lenders, so they might be able to get you a more specialized
product that’s well-suited to your needs.

• Comparing a number of lenders is time-consuming, on top of everything else that can come with buying a house. Brokers can help
manage the legwork, and they can also make sure you steer clear of lenders with adverse payment terms that might be otherwise buried in
the fine print. While brokers do a lot of the heavy lifting, so to speak, you still need to do some of your own research before meeting with
someone so that you’re going to be better prepared to assess the skills and qualifications of the broker.

• Since brokers work exclusively with lenders, they might have better access. Some lenders won’t let you directly get in contact for a retail
mortgage.

• Brokers can get special rates if they generate a lot of business for a lender, and you wouldn’t be able to do this on your own.

• Brokers might be able to manage the fees. There are a lot of fees that come with getting a mortgage, including application, origination, and
appraisal fees. A mortgage broker may be able to negotiate with lenders to waive some or all of these, which can end up saving you
thousands of dollars.

What Are the Downsides of Working With a Mortgage Broker?
There are some downsides you have to weigh that come with working with a broker.

• There’s no guarantee that a mortgage broker’s interests will be in line with your own. Mortgage brokers get a fee when they bring business
to a lender, the fee might be based on the amount of the mortgage, so you could see how if you were working with someone, they could
steer you toward a loan that’s more than you want to take out. A broker’s goal is to maximize their own compensation, and that’s why many
earned a negative reputation after the 2008 housing market crash.

• Some mortgage brokers may offer you the same terms and rates that you’d get from the lender anyway. You should probably still shop
around to make sure what you’re getting from a broker is the best deal, increasing the amount of work you need to do and negating some of
the benefits of working with a broker in the first place.

• A mortgage broker might be paid by a lender or by you. If the lender covers the fee, then again, you might need to question whether you’re
being steered toward a loan that ends up being more expensive so the broker can increase their commission. You need to be clear on all
fees upfront before you agree to anything or work with a broker.

For many buyers, particularly since you have access to online comparison tools, a broker might not be worth it as you secure a mortgage.
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Should You Consider a Reverse Mortgage?
By Jaymi Naciri

You’re retired, or about to be, with limited income and savings, but lots of equity in your home. It’s a familiar scenario. Many people in this
position consider moving down or selling their home and renting—perhaps in a retirement community. Refinancing to take advantage of
lower rates and/or take money out to pay off debts and have a cash cushion is another possible option. A reverse mortgage is another
consideration, and one that offers a unique set of benefits—but also some potential downsides. We’re breaking down the pros and cons of
this unique type of mortgage.

What is a reverse mortgage?
A reverse mortgage is a way to tap the equity in your home once you reach the age of 62 and eliminate your monthly mortgage
payments—for now. “When you have a regular mortgage, you pay the lender every month to buy your home over time. In a reverse
mortgage, you get a loan in which the lender pays you,” said the Federal Trade Commission (FTC). “Reverse mortgages take part of the
equity in your home and convert it into payments to you—a kind of advance payment on your home equity.”

What are the advantages of a reverse mortgage?
First, you get to use the equity you’ve built up to supplement your monthly income, pay bills, go on vacation, or anything you need. In
addition:

• “You get the money up front, but the interest is deferred until you move out,” said the FTC.

• The money is usually tax-free.

• You don’t have to pay it back until after you have moved out of your home.

Are there any disadvantages?
For starters, you won’t be living in the house Scot free. “Owners must pay the property taxes and insurance costs and keep the house in
good condition when they agree to a reverse mortgage,” said Debt.org. “If they don’t—and many have fallen into that trap—the lender can
foreclose.” In addition:

• There are fees. “Reverse mortgages differ from other types of home equity loans in a number of ways, one of which is higher costs,” said
NerdWallet. “Fees will include mortgage insurance premiums, both initial and annual; third-party fees for closing costs; a loan origination fee,
capped at $6,000; and a loan servicing fee. It’s also worth noting that reverse mortgage rates tend to be higher than traditional home loans,
and will vary depending on how much you borrow, how you withdraw your proceeds, the home’s appraised value and your credit profile,
among other factors.”

• If you get sick and have to permanently move out of your home, the loan will come due. “Seniors plagued with health issues may obtain
reverse mortgages as a way to raise cash for medical bills,” said Investopedia. “However, they must be healthy enough to continue dwelling
within the home. If an individual's health declines to the point where he or she must relocate to a treatment facility, the loan must be repaid
in full, since the home no longer qualifies as the borrower's primary residence. Moving into a nursing home or an assisted living facility for
more than 12 consecutive months is considered a permanent move, under reverse mortgage regulations. For this reason, borrowers are
required to certify in writing each year that they still live in the home they're borrowing against, in order to avoid foreclosure.

• If you want to leave your home to an heir, “having a reverse mortgage on the property could cause problems,” said Investopedia, “if the
heirs do not have the funds needed to pay off the loan.”
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Loan Application Stop Signs
By David Reed

Once your loan application is submitted the application is reviewed “as is.” This means the information appearing on the application is valid
at the time it was completed. If things change while you loan is being processed, there can be some delays as the new information is
documented and verified. To make sure your loan is processed and approved on time, avoid these actions.

Switching jobs.
One of the primary functions lenders perform is making sure there is enough monthly income in an account that can handle the payments.
This is typically performed by reviewing copies of the most recent paycheck stubs covering a 30 day period. When someone applies for a
loan and submits paycheck stubs then shortly thereafter finds another employer during that period, those paycheck stubs are no longer any
good. Plus, it will take at least another 30 days to obtain paycheck stubs from the new employer.

Borrowing money.
Lenders will verify not only that you have enough money for a down payment, closing costs and cash reserve requirements but that those
funds are yours and yours alone. Your submitted account statements where these funds are coming from should have your name on them.
Funds in an account should also be “seasoned” meaning they’ve been in the account for a while. Most lenders assume if an account has a
balance showing sufficient funds to close for at least 3 months, the funds are yours. Borrowing money implies monthly payments to the
lender at some point in the future.

New loans.
This is emphasized at the outset. Don’t apply for a new credit account of any type. This will stop the lender from moving any further. How
does a lender know someone has applied for new credit? Many may not be aware that lenders not only review a credit report upfront but
also make one final review immediately prior to funding the loan. Why? As a loan application is being reviewed, a new request for credit will
show up on a credit report. Even if no new account was taken, a record of a recent credit request will be listed. The lender will see this new
request and stop everything until more information is known about the inquiry. Is there a new loan taken out? A credit inquiry won’t have any
of this information on the credit report, but it will raise a red flag during the approval process.

Valuation issues.
This can be a problem when the sales price and the appraisal value don’t match. When an appraiser first reviews a property, a copy of the
sales contract is provided. The appraiser uses this information as a starting point to arrive at a final value. Most often, these two amounts
are the same. If, however, the sales price is higher than the appraised value, the borrowers are asked to come to the closing table with the
difference. Most often than not, borrowers decide not to pay the extra funds. In this instance, the buyers and sellers may elect to renegotiate
the sales price.

Tracking funds.
This issue can come up when a borrower receives a financial gift from a family member or qualified source but is not documented as a
financial gift…it just shows up in the applicant’s account. Just as borrowed funds can be an issue, so too can undocumented dollars. If
planning on receiving a financial gift to help out with the purchase, the gift funds need to be documented from the donor to the applicant. As
well, a financial gift letter should be completed from the donors stating the transferred funds are a gift and there is no expectation of being
repaid.
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